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MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT 

References 


Deputy for Operations, OSA 
IDEALIST Life Support Equipment 

(1) IDEA-0156-67 dated 20 January 1967 

(2) IDEA-0030-67 dated 16 January IS67 


1. In accordance with reference 1, 
responses to reference 2 are submitted: 


the following 


a . 

CO 2 _and 

L X 4 4 '0 S • 


Modification o f su r vival k it ru cks acks with 
oral inflat i on system s , and ad j n s ta ble carr yin g 
~An inflatable rucksack w,as included in LAC 
CP-266 dated 17 August 1966. Because of high cost and 
ong lead time for prototype development, this ECP was 
ox approved in its entirety (Ref: IDEA-324S-66 dated 


September 
and message 
ECP and the 
both 


1966, IDEA 3351-66 
7169 dated 28 


dec is ions 


regarding 


dated 26 September 1966, 
September 1966) . This 
it were discu ssed with 
|(0ie and NCOIC,, 

supp ort section; . muring a meeting with 

Hon 23-24 January 1967, he again reemphasize 
-chat most of xhe changes outlined in ECP-268 (other 
than QD changes) should not be pursued due to the long- 
lead times, since the U-2R will have such provisions in 
the seat kit. In light of these comments by 
Life Support personnel, there seems to be a 

he 


25X1 A 
25X1 A 


standing on the part 


of 


misunder- 


" discuss ions" a.ijid 
are verified by 


own reasons 
Life Support 
Support does desire inflatable 


smC‘ 
neither 
Howevi 
rucksacks with 1 


refers 
of wh ich 
;r, if 


25X1 A 


m 


•d 


.jus table carrying straps for the present U-2 seat 


kit they need only to identify the item required and 
request this office to take action^ 

A CTION: Will be deferred until 

pursues these requirements . 


Life Support 


25X1 A 
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25X1 A 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 
25X1 A 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


k - ..rovision of .Le t— Down rones f or i 

i s ray unaerst;;ndin g^ 


xr om discuss! o n 
tnd 


( I NTEL/ G/TToTTi 
e drivers lowej 
se of •possible 


. u L 
•; C? 


sued an item was installed or th 
eg in rhe past but was removed becau 
rference during ejection. Eowevei 
been actively investigating the availability and 
lability of new let-down devices. This survival 
m, once identified and evaluated by the responsible 
ion (INTEL Div) can be evaluated with respect 
s compatibility with Life Support equipment. 

arently, was unaware of several discussions 

ave had witn | ' | on this subject. 

- - ON • Awaiting action by INTEL Division. 


25X1A 


25X1 A 


IV 

o 

‘OXj 


Modification of Survival kit I 


or automatic inflation. 


l a nyar ds 
this 


:or 


^ j 

no v 


iev 

M. 


i presume this refs 

life inflation. If so, this modification was 

er proposed for the IDEALIST program at any time in 
past. It was discussed for the OXCART program and 
therefore a misplaced item in reference #2. however, 25X1 A 
ording to my records the requirement for such a 
ice in OXCART was dropped following a meeting between 25 x 1 a 


prede cessor. 
(Chief , 


CTT7T 


e Support. 


1 IN 'ILL ITTv at that 
No action planned unless requested by 


t line ) Tn J a n ua r v 1 9 6 6 . 


d 


Installat 


devices for use in 


n 


fcioil.of adjustable aut omatic deployment ocv-i a 
a fli ghts over areas o f very high 20AIA 


It is apparent that this item was not discussed 


Life Support Personnel or 

the F^IB Automatic Parachute Re' 


even with 

.ease used 


wit 

since cue r-ic automatic .parachute Release used Tn tne 
13-2 personnel parachute has an aneroid block mechanism, 
which is adjustable from 5,000 to 20,000 


As no-i ntp-rl nn - 


_LL 


et above sea 

previous discussions between 

J adjustment of this setting to 

u ititudes above the 5 ' 

will have to receive 
severe effects of Increased 

versus the risk factor (ie, 

tide terrain with elevations of 14,000 feet or & more) . 


standard setting of 14,000 feet 
3 careful consideration as to th< 
parachute opening shock 
time flown over high alti- 


:ings . 


No action planned unless discussions with 
are generated regarding policy on F-13 timer 
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c 


Modification of the canopies 


wi tli do lJ 


_a 


pockets . This item was discussed with 
who is in txxe water survival section oT 
laboratories at Wright -Patterson AFB, 


mod if icat ion, 


TTTe nirc.'j 

Ohio on 9 . -op' 
which has apparently been 


i9ob . iais 

approved by the U.3. Navy has not received U3AF approval 
because the modification apparently lengthens the time 
reouired for parachute deployment. The present escape. 
;ystem in the U-2 does not offer low altitude capability 


modification which reduces the minimum altitude- 

P 


ana any m; 

capability any further is not an acceptable trade-oxi . 
ACTION: More specific information will be researche- 

0:1 this item with regards to future use on the U-2R 
escape system. 

Walk- around sleeping bags in seat cushions . 


After discussions of 
v/as dev eloped b v 
tion at 


this 


-.ri 


item in 1965, a prototype 

in early 1966. Evalua— 
revealed that the cushion was too thick 
pilots head to be elevated above the 
addition to the head hitting the canopy 


25X1 A 


ausecJ xne 

headrest. In 

during flight, this arrangement would preclude through- 
the-canopy ejection. Since thinner packaging was not 
obtainable this item was no longer considered. This 
informa tion was obtained from and can be verified ey 
Life Support personnel . 

aCTIUN If there is a valid requirement for a walk- 
"arovuid - sleeping bag in the future, investigation of a 
cushion packed item for use in the U-2K will be under- 
taken . 


g. "Four line cut " o r related actio n to m ake 
I- foot canopy” steerable and reduce oscillation . 
is 


.’Iris item is also misplaced in reference £2 smct 


::he present IDEALIST personnel parachute does nor 
\ave a 35-foot canopy. The 4-line cut is being taugu 
’.’or the 23- foot canopy being used. Again, it is_ 
ippare nt that this item was not discussed with 
personnel as stated in reference #2, and since it doe: 


25X1 A 


lot apply to the IDEALIST program it obviously has no 


* A + 


ieen placed in a "hold-status". For the record, I 
■id discuss this i;rcc5 cure for OXCART application wi‘C 

at Wright-Pa tterson AFB, Ohio 
nd discussed his expert views w 

""te x a zee. 


9 Septe mber inrer 

Ishortly thereafter. 


:ha t 

X liioi - 


a 4- line cut for the 35 fool 
~e the chute and would be sa, 


canopy woulu 


not 


xxii 

25X1 A 


to test . However 
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ho further stated this procedure would probably make 
little difference in stability since the 35 foot chute 
is already stable , due to its shaped canopy (as 
opposed to the flat canopy of the 28 foot chute) . 
Because the 35 foot canopy has more lines, a 4-line 
cut would probably not give a vent that would provide 
increased steerability. 

ACTION: Will make further inquir~.es in the future with 

reference to the U-2R escape system which will use a 
35 foot canopy. However, the possible benefits seem 
to be minimal . 


h . 

•asail 


Procurement of 35-foot canopies for the 


________ This item 

office in the past 
discussions byj 
undersigned . j " 
"proceeding at 


has never been investigated .by this 
nor has it been the subject of any 
| Life Support personnel with the 
it has been in a "hold status" or 
slow rate” it has been so within 


I NTEL/Di v/O/OSA since survival training, including 
parachute training, is apparently a function of that 
division. It seems that a clarification is in order 
regarding the respective responsibilities of INTEL/Div/ 
G./OSA and ASD/R&D/OSA with regards to life support 
equipment and procedures and with regarcs to survival 
equipment, procedures and training. 

ACTION: None 


further 


I would be happy to discuss any of the above items 
if any questions remain ianswered. 


asd/r&d/osa 


25X1 A 


ASD/R&D/OSA, 

D i s t r i b u t i o rr: 

Cy 1 - D/G/03A 

2 - IDEA/ O/OSA 

3 - D/R&D/CSA 
4, 5 - ASD/R&D/OSA 

6 - chrono 

7 - RB/GSA 



January 


1967) 
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